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BUDGET ESTIMATES HEARINGS 

Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.55 pm]: I will not 
take up much of the house’s time. I was attracted to the debate a little earlier between Hon Peter Collier and 
Hon Stephen Dawson about the manner in which the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations 
provides time for the opposition and the other non-government parties in this house to hold the government to 
account. Unfortunately, it has generated some misunderstanding. I did not understand Hon Peter Collier’s 
comments on the committee report yesterday to be an attack on the chair or on any member of that committee. 
I think he well understands the difference between the chair and the committee, and someone acting in their 
capacity as a member of the government, either as a parliamentary secretary or sitting on the government benches. 
I do not think that his comments have been interpreted correctly. Hon Stephen Dawson seems to have misunderstood 
something, with respect. The fact is that yes, he may have been dissatisfied when he was in opposition as to his 
opportunity to hold the government to account in estimates, and, yes, there may be more demands on the 
committee’s limited time by the fact that there are more non-government parties in this place during this term. 
Notwithstanding that, there has been a significant reduction in the time available for members to ask the 
government about its operations. If the time has gone down from just over 33 hours during the last government to 
19 hours under this government, there needs to be an explanation. With respect, it seems that Hon Peter Collier 
has written to the committee and not received satisfactory responses. We deal with reports from committees during 
Committee of the Whole. If that is not the place and time to raise the subject, when is it? If Hon Alanna Clohesy, 
with all due respect to her — 

Hon Stephen Dawson: Honourable member, I said yesterday that I have no issue with the honourable member 
raising it. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: That is fine, but it is wrong to suggest that there has been an attack on her. She is 
the chair of that committee. She is the one who has to get up and account to this place for the performance of that 
committee. If she takes offence at that, perhaps she is in the wrong job. I have no issue with her. But to say that 
somehow Hon Peter Collier is out of line, that he has made it personal and that he is attacking her in some fashion 
and she takes offence to it is simply wrong and a misunderstanding of what needs to happen in this place. The 
minister said that we must distinguish between her role as a parliamentary secretary and her role as a member and 
chair of the committee. Why on earth, with respect, is a minister who represents the government defending her? 

Hon Stephen Dawson: What I said was that I undertook to tell her because she is not here. She is a friend and 
a colleague. It was not about defending. I respect the honourable member’s right to say it. Sorry, you have only 
two minutes. I will leave it there. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: That puts it in a better perspective, but that was not clear to me. Perhaps it is my 
fault, but I think that is right. However, there should be no great defence of it. She or members of that committee 
should be in position to explain why it has come to pass that there has been a reduction from 33-odd hours to 19, 
and some measure needs to address that. 
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